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BACKGROUND





Mike Wiley   (ACTOR / PLAYWRIGHT)  Mike hails from Roanoke, Virginia and is a graduate of Catawba College in Salisbury, North Carolina. He recently completed his M.F.A with the Professional Actor Training Program at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill.  While in attendance at UNC, Mike was the recipient of the Graduate Education Advancement Board's Impact Award for Dramatic Art - Inspiring Underprivileged Youth Through Historical Plays. Mike is the author of two other one-man touring plays entitled, One Noble Journey and Jackie Robinson: A Game Apart. He has performed both original works at colleges and universities throughout the country and has appeared in several regional theaters such as Mill Mountain Playhouse, Playmakers Repertory Company and the Shenandoah Shakespeare Express.  Mike also performs Brown vs. Board of Education, a one-man performance written specifically for him by EbzB Productions. Michael is an Upward Bound /Talent Search alumnus and has made numerous appearances in high schools and auditoriums with outstanding arts groups such as Richmond, Virginia’s Theatre IV which is professional theatre company for young audiences. He was also bestowed the Upward Bound Trio Achiever award for the state of Virginia as well as the Mid-Atlantic Educational Opportunities Programs. 





� CONTACT _Con-460625C11 \c \s \l �Serena Ebhardt�  (DIRECTOR) Professional Directing resume includes regional theatres and national tours.  The Long Christmas Dinner, A Christmas Memory, Fit To Be Tied, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever, The Night Before Christmas Carol, The Foreigner, The Wrights of Passage, The Tempest, The Search for Signs of Intelligent Life in The Universe, and Where It’s All Warm and Secret are among her favorites. An award-winning actress, published playwright and professional director, Serena is also a Teaching Artist, trained by The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, who conducts workshops and residencies in schools.  In 2005 and 2006 Serena was asked by the NC Arts Council to conduct residencies in Columbus County, NC to help high school students write their own play about the history of race relations in Whiteville, NC. Serena is the artistic director of EbzB Productions, which she co-founded in 1998 with her husband David zum Brunnen.  The two live in Chatham County with their son, Carlton. 





BIOGRAPHIES





Mike Wiley Productions & EbzB Productions…





This marks the second time that Mike Wiley, Serena Ebhardt & David zum Brunnen have collaborated on creating and producing a theatrical piece.  In 2004, Serena wrote a play based on the landmark court decision Brown v. Board of Education, specifically with the idea of having Mike perform it. Fortunately he accepted the role. The production continues to tour successfully. Discussions to co-produce Dar He: The Lynching of Emmett Till began in 2005 when Mike was writing the play.  This collaborative effort was realized with the original production at Virginia State University and the Spring 2006 production at Deep Dish Theater in Chapel Hill, NC.  Dar He has been added to the touring rosters of both Mike Wiley Productions & EbzB Productions.





We recognize that some may draw links between our producing this play at this time and the current events regarding issues of race.  It would be disingenuous to ignore it.  But it bears keeping in mind that there are numerous events that involve racial conflict and hate crimes. Such incidents as the recent beating of a Latino boy by two white teens for trying to kiss a 12- year-old white girl in Spring, Texas, remind us that we still have much to learn. It is our hope that this drama will provide a safe environment to explore, discuss and heal the current issues that face us as we continue to evolve.  





Mike Wiley Productions is a theatre company that specializes in African American historical narrative to inspire audiences to seek opportunity in the shadow of success or failure. www.mikewileyproductions.com. EbzB Productions is a professional touring theatre company whose mission is to develop theatrical works that promote integrity, self-discovery and positive transformation of individuals, artists, audiences, and communities. www.EbzB.org.








In 1955, 14-year old Emmett Till from Chicago traveled to Mississippi to visit his uncle, Moses Wright.  He walked off the train and into a world of thick color lines. Emmett crossed that line and met his gruesome fate by whistling at a white woman.  Dar He chronicles the murder, trial and confession of the men accused of Till's lynching. 





Playing the Dozens is an African-American custom in which two competitors take turns insulting one another, their adversary's mother or other family members until one of them has no comeback. In the U.S., the practice can be traced back to slavery, when verbal sparring became a substitute for physical contention. While the competition is usually light-hearted, smiles sometimes mask real tensions. The dozens can be a harmless game, or, if tempers flare, a prelude to physical violence. But in its purest form, the dozens is intended to defuse conflict amicably, descended from an oral tradition rooted in traditional West African cultures. The dozens is a contest of personal power -- of wit, self-control, verbal ability, mental agility and mental toughness. Defeat can be humiliating; but a skilled contender, win or lose, may gain respect. "Yo' mama," a common, widely recognized phrase, is a cryptic reference to the dozens. The term "the dozens" refers to the devaluing on the auction block of slaves who were past their prime, who were aged or who, after years of back-breaking toil, no longer were capable of hard labor. These enslaved human beings were often sold by the dozen. 





The Update.  Although they confessed to the murder of Emmett Till in a Look Magazine article, J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Jr. were acquitted of the murder charges against them.  Both men have since died from cancer.  J.W. died in 1980.  Roy died in 1990.  Carolyn Bryant is still alive.  She remarried and moved to Greenville, MS. Carolyn Bryant refuses to talk about the events surrounding the Emmett Till case. In 2004, the FBI reopened the Emmett Till murder case. In 2005 Emmett’s body was exhumed from his grave in search of DNA evidence to pursue murder charges against any surviving suspects. In 2006, Federal Prosecutors chose not to pursue murder charges against Carolyn Bryant and any field hands who may have assisted J.W. Milam and Roy Bryant, Jr. 














�

















SPECIAL THANKS


Deep Dish Theater Co., Jodi Neely Wiley, Jason Neely, Ramona Traynor, Virginia State University.





























