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Director’s Notes

“Provocative” is a word that gets bandied about in artistic circles pretty frequently.  And not without reason—more than anything else, the word speaks to the potential impact of a work of art, and it’s a rare artist that doesn’t hope to have an effect on his or her audience.  Indifference is the one reaction no one wants.

And yet, much of our cultural activity is marked by just such indifference.  As increasingly significant portions of our lives revolve around computers and televisions, art often ends up serving as background to social interactions, providing an occasion to get out and mingle. (It’s not just a problem for artists—even professional sports events are often attended by large groups of people who never even notice the score.)  It’s not surprising, then, that artists sometimes choose to take a confrontational approach in order to attract attention and force an audience to respond.

But it’s a tricky thing, being “provocative.”  It’s difficult to predict and impossible to control the reaction of any given audience, or of an individual within that audience.  And if an individual, feeling provoked, decides to retaliate in kind, or worse, to respond in an even more provocative manner, the artist’s intention is likely to get lost in the scuffle.

Shortly before the original Deep Dish production of Via Dolorosa in February 2004, two artists created an installation for an exhibit at the Stockholm Museum of Antiquities.  Entitled “Snow White,” it consisted of a sailboat floating in a pool of red fluid, its sail a portrait of a Palestinian suicide bomber.  Provocative, certainly, on many fronts; the Israeli ambassador to Sweden, in fact, was sufficiently provoked to knock over a spotlight and short-circuit the entire installation.

The Stockholm Museum director Kristian Berg, descrying the ambassador’s response, said that he considered the artwork to be “an invitation to think about why such things happen in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.”  Our production of Via Dolorosa is intended as a similar invitation.  Playwright David Hare has said that he hopes the play can “bring people as near as possible to the subject matter itself without a whole load of gratuitous, interpretative gloss from me. The only value I have is as an honest witness.”

We hope that you find Via Dolorosa provocative, but not merely in the sense of incitement—we’re trying to raise issues, not just your blood pressure.  Our intention is to provoke discussion, assessment, contemplation—in short, to initiate a dialogue.  While many things have changed in the years since Hare visited the Middle East, the need for dialogue is every bit as acute.  Thank you, then, for joining us in this endeavor, and even more importantly, thanks for listening.
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Your World Is Our Stage!

directed by Paul Frellick
featruring David zum Brunnen

An engaging and passionate conversa-
tion of stones and ideas in the Middle
East. “With zum Brunnen's poised,
intrepid guidance, “Via Dolorosa”
ht not on the answers, buton
the reticulate questions.” A
- News & Observer





ABOUT DEEP DISH THEATER

In just three years, Deep Dish Theatre Company has established itself as one of the most savory theatrical experiences on the Triangle scene, Located in Chapel Hill, NC, The company’s name was inspired by founding Artistic Director  Paul Frellick's desire to create theater that evokes the excitement, enjoyment, and satisfaction of a robust, well-prepared meal. That vision has guided the selection of an intriguingly varied array of plays that offer provocative explorations of social and political issues, effervescent romantic comedy, and poignant drama (sometimes all at once). The recipe seems to be working: critics and audiences have been consistently enthusiastic. Previously Artistic Director for Chicago’s Organic Theater, and a free-lance director with numerous regional theaters, Paul Frellick is the founding Artistic Director of the Deep Dish Theater Company, where he has staged Endgame, Cat's-Paw, Ancestral Voices, Arms and the Man, A Lesson Before Dying, The Price, Lobby Hero, Hedda Gabler, and the southeast premieres of Polish Joke and Via Dolorosa. He also conceived and directed the company's Cancer Chronicles presentations. www.deepdishtheater.org
ABOUT EBZB PRODUCTIONS

EbzB Productions is a professional touring theatre.  Founded in 1998 by Serena Ebhardt and David zum Brunnen, EbzB Productions’ mission is to develop theatrical works that promote integrity, self-discovery and positive transformation of individuals, artists, audiences, and communities.  To that end, EbzB Productions celebrates the profound impact of storytelling through theatre in a growing repertoire of simple and compelling productions which tour to all types of performance spaces. EbzB's roster offers a variety of choices for presenters and audiences. The work is created in the belief that theatre influences and encourages a life to be positively transformed through discoveries unveiled -- immediately or over time.  EbzB artists are dedicated to the promotion of dramatic art as a valuable tool for all individuals, and have been trained by The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in conducting Arts-In-Education Workshops.  Producers Serena Ebhardt and David zum Brunnen have delighted audiences in their frequent performances throughout the United States. This award-winning husband-wife, actor-manager team bring over forty years of experience to the stage, in careers have taken them to off-Broadway and across the United States, Canada and Europe. www.EbzB.org
PLEASE RECYCLE THIS PLAYBILL BY LEAVING IT WITH THE HOUSE MANAGER ON YOUR WAY OUT.  THANK YOU.
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